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There are 2 types of Farm Level restores available in the Central Administration GUI. This section explains why each 

would be used. 

 Same Configuration 

o Used to restore all configuration and content onto the same servers with the same names 

 New Configuration 

o Used to restore all configuration and content onto different servers such as a different SQL server 

Same Configuration 
 

1. Go to Central Administration > Backup and Restore > Restore from a backup 

2. Verify the Backup Directory Location is accurate 

3. Select the appropriate Backup 

Verify the Directory and Backup ID match the backup you created previously 

4. Click Next 

 

5. Select the components to restore 
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6. Click Next 

7. Select Same Configuration for Type of Restore 

8. Enter the App Pool Username and Password (Username will often auto populate) 

9. Click Start Restore 
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10. Monitor the progress at Central Administration > Backup and Restore > Backup and Restore Job Status 
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11. Verify the items restored are functioning properly 

12. Document the restoration 

  

Completed Restore Job 
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New Configuration 
 

The New Configuration restore method creates the opportunity for more mistakes and errors. It is critical that care is 

taken in the configuration of a New Configuration restore. 

NOTE: Testing has shown the best results are obtained when all Databases, services, service applications, etc are 

renamed. 

1. Go to Central Administration on the server 
2. Click Backup and Restore 
3. Click Configure backup settings in the Farm Backup and Restore section 
4. Ensure the Backup location is correct and the Number of restore threads is correct 

 

**NOTE: The higher the threads the faster the restore but more resources required** 

 

5. Click Ok 
6. Click Restore from a backup in the Farm Backup and Restore section 
7. Again verify the Backup Directory Location is accurate 

8. Select the appropriate backup 

 

**Ensure the backup does not contain errors or those errors have been addressed 
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9. Click Next 

10. Select all components to restore 

 

11. Click Next 

12. The next several screenshots are a guide through the configuration process. A New Configuration Restore will 

have many factors that could affect the settings chosen. 
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13. Select Restore content and configuration settings 

14. Select New configuration 

15. Ensure you enter the correct passwords for the accounts presented 

** Ensure new accounts are given the recommended permissions prior to restoration Click Here for Microsoft Permissions Recommendations.** 

16. This is the opportunity to change the Web Application name and directory (circled in blue below) 

17. Changing the names of the Databases and services can ensure there are no naming conflicts 

a. Ensure the New Directory name is changed to a directory that exists on the new SQL server 

b. Use a New database name that is slightly different than the original by adding a prefix or suffix 

c. Ensure the New database server field is accurate if a new SQL server is being employed 

 

http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc678863.aspx
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18. Services can also be given a new name. Appending a prefix or suffix can help prevent naming conflicts 

 

19. After ensuring all settings have the correct names click Start Backup 

20. Monitor the restore process 

21. If there are errors document them and address individually 

**NOTE: In a well-planned New Configuration restore, there should be no errors or warnings** 


